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are women, and many of the big firms have welfare schemes for
their employees, creches where children can be left, and so forth.
But outside the factor}* housing conditions are often still very
bad, though great efforts have been made to improve them of
recent years, and a few firms provide model quarters. Difficulties
are increased by the ignorance and low standard of living of in-
dustrial workers.

Trade unions are gradually developing, but here again, there are
many difficulties in the way of rapid progress. Until quite recently
the labour force was constantly changing, and most workers re-
main villagers at heart and return to their village as soon as they
can. Many go to work in factories or mines only during the off-
season. It is hard for unions to keep up a regular membership
which could organise collective bargaining; it is hard to find
leaders among the workers themselves. Cultivators are often
driven to the towns by debt or a year of bad harvest. Being almost
entirely illiterate as well as strange to town life, both men and
women workers fall largely into the power of the man 'jobber'
or the woman naikin who engages diem for the factory. But
the number of registered unions has now risen to 750 with 650,000
members.1 The railway and postal unions are the most stable. In
August 1942, a Labour Conference was held in which for the first
time Governments, employers, and workers were all represented.

At present, the numbers employed in what is called 'organised
industry *, i.e. factories, plantations, and mines, cannot compare
with the numbers who carry on in their homes or in small groups
the traditional arts and crafts of their country. Indian hand-made
cottons, silks, and shawls have been faifeous for centuries. Our
very word * calico * comes from Calicut on the Malabar coast. In
spite of the competition of the mills the handloom weaving of
cotton still continues on a large scale and is the most important of
India's village industries; others are dyeing and printing of cottDU*
and the making of carpets, matting, rope, and UMs (hand-made
cigarettes). Beautiful silks with borders of untaiirishaMe gold aiid
1 Ittdim Year B&?&, 1942-43.